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From : T. Scott Crain, Jr. 
Subject: Kecksburg UFO Crash 

Perhaps Paranet subscribers should not be so quick to write off the 
Kecksburg UFO cras h, as would be the upshot of a recent article by 
Robert Young for the Spring 1991 Skeptical Inquirer (Info-Paranet 
Newsletter, Vol. 1, No. 380). It appears Young has a knack for filtering 
out facts that don ' t parallel his preconceived notions about what really 
happened that night on December 9, 1965. 

Stan Gordon, Director of the Pennsylvania Association for 
the Study of the Unexplained (PASU), is an active investigator of the 
Kecksburg crash and has compiled a mountain of evidence that supports 
the notion that a bronze-colored , acorn-shaped object, approximately 12 
feet long and 10 feet in diameter, with a band of unintelligible 
markings wrapped around it, crash- landed in a wooded area near 
Kecksbu rg, Pennsylvania. 

After seeing Young's article in Info -Paranet Newsletter, I phoned Gordon on 
March 31, 1991, and we discussed hi s ongoing investigation as well as Young's 
article. 

First of all, Young dismisses what witnesses claim they saw, simply 
because they did not come forward sooner. Gordon has interviewed at 
least 4 witnesses who saw the object while it was on the ground (and, 
to be sure, before the military had secured the crash site area). 
They includ e one fireman (one of several who saw it that day) and three 
civilians . These witnesses are not looking for publicity and will not 
let Gordon release their names to the media for fear of ridicule. Gordon 
explained to me how witnesses who didn ' t know each other took him to the 
same crash site. Witnesses' descriptions of the craft were virtually 
identical, during separate interviews conducted by PASU. 

Young points out in his article that during the alleged UFO recovery 
operation, Jerome and Valerie Miller's home was portrayed as a 'military 
command post' in the re-enactment appearing on NBC ' s 'Unsolved 
Mysteries' episode on the crash (Sept. 19, 1990). The Miller's deny their 
home was a command center for the military, and so does Stan Gordon, who told 
me that another home in the vicinity of the crash was the command post. 

Young hints that a secret sate llite was launched from Vandenberg Air 
Force Base, California, that same day, and the stage was set for 
Kecksburg. Never mind that scientist Ivan T. Sanderson traced the flight 
pattern of the UFO and discovered it made a control led 25- degree turn in 
Ohio and headed for Pennsylvania (Fate Magazine, arch 1966). Not a 
typical movement of a s atellite crashing back to Earth. 

Young also hints that the object may have been a brilliant bolide or 
'fireball' that was observed coming down from Canada and a half dozen or 
so states before crash-landing . But he failed to mention that Sanderson 
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d e ai l e d ana l ysis of the observations and times the object was seen and 

c oncluded that at most the object was moving at a speed of 5257 miles 
per hour. Neither estimate comes anywhere near the minimum speed for a 
me t e o r whi c h is a pproximately 27 , 000 miles per hour. Witnesses to the 
Kec k sburg UF O said it wa s ' gliding in ' before it crashed and moving at 
the speed of a s ma ll plane. 

Finally, Young con c ludes from old newspaper accounts that really nothing 
fell in Kecksb u rg. Young reports ' the Air Force also a nnounced that 
n ot h i n g had b ee n f ound ' (Pittsburgh Press, Dec. 10). Yet, Project 
Bluebo ok record s I have in my hands indicate the Air Force concluded the 
object wa s a meteo r , whi c h we have already determined is virtually 
impossible. Anyhow, why wou l d numerous local fire companies, the 
Pennsylvania State Po l ice , t h e U.S. Air Force, the 662nd Radar Squadron, 
and various other military off ic ials gravitate to the village of 
Kec ksburg t o rec ove r a rock from space? What happened to this alleged 
me teor? Why did it have to be removed that night? And why all the 
sec r ecy ? 

Young r epo rts: ' The official explanations are totally consistent with 
all pu b lished acc ounts and the present recollections of scores of 
witnesses.' Obviously, Young has not been talking to the same witnesses 
that Gordon has be en talking to. Like the Westmoreland County man who 
was stationed at Lo ckb o rne Air Base near Columbus, Ohio, who claims the 
base was put on ' r e d al e rt ' during the early morning hours of December 
10, 1965 (t he same mo rn i ng witnesses at Kecksburg watched a flatbed 
truck trave l towards the crash site and leave with a large object on the 
back cover e d with a tarp) . According to this former member of the Air 
Police at Lo ckborne , a f latbed truck with a tarpaulin-covered object 
drove into t he hangar and was guarded until 7:30 a.m., when it left for 
Wright-Patt erson Air Forc e Base 100 miles away. 

Several d ays later, a witn e ss reported seeing the object at 
Wright-Pat t erson . Repor t e r Sharon Santus writing in the Greensburg 
Tribune-Review (Dec . 9 , 1990) writes: 

+Another wi t n ess, Ohi o t ruck driver John Cummings (not his real name), 
+said he ac tually saw the object inside a building at Wright-Patterson 
+on Dec. 12, 1965, j us t t hree days after the alleged landing. 
+ 
+Cummings, who made d e l i veries for a Dayton-area building-supply company, 
+said a high- ranking mi l itary officer arrived at the firm on Dec. 11, 
+1985, and o rdered a s p e cial radiation-, moisture-resistant brick for t 
+construction of a p r o t ective room inside a building at Wright-Patterson. 
+ 
+Cummings said he a nd a c ousin delivered 6,500 bricks to Wright-Patterson 
+the nex t day after b eing instructed by their boss not to discuss 
+anything they might obse rve at the compound. 
+ 
+'We were unloadin g t he bricks onto pallets and me and my cousin decided 
+to sneak ins id e to see what all the secrecy was about,' Cummings said. 
+'Guards i mmediately ord e red us out ... but not before we saw it.' 
+ 
+Cummings s a i d he saw a dark bronze, bell-shaped object about 14 feet 
+wide at the bas e a nd about 12 feet high. 
+ 
+He said scaff olding s u r r ound e d the object, which was covered on three 
+sides wit h parac hute - li ke material that hung from the ceiling. According 
+to Cu mm i ngs 10 to 15 me n wi th white, protective suits, wearing rubber 
+b oots , ru bb ~r gl ove s and gas mas ks wer e attempting to open the object. 
+ 
+'The y took us outside a nd told u s to forget what we had seen,· Cummings 
+said, ' We were told t hat i n 20 y e ars, the object would be common 
+kn o wl e dge. ' 



+ mmings said that a few days later he learned that other truck drivers 

+had seen a flatbed military truck with a tarpaulin-covered object on the 
+back traveling from the Pittsburgh area west on Route 40 toward 
+Wheeling, W.Va., and then on to Columbus and Dayton. 
+ 
+He said that information along with his own experience convinces him 
+that the object he saw at Wright - Patterson was the same as that which 
+allegedly fell in Kecksburg. 

A~ one 7an see, there is more to this case than Young has reported in 
his article. At the close of my conversation with Gordon he said that 
~e was not saying it 's an alien spacecraft (that ' s only ~ne possibility); 
it could be a sophisticated military probe of an undetermined origin. 
But something landed that day in Kecksburg, and whatever it was, it 
attracted the interest of the military. 

- - End of message from T . Scott Crain, Jr. - -

- --------- ----------------- -----------------------------------

From: John .Cockrell@paranet.FIDONET.ORG (John Cockrell) 
Subject: Re: Rick Redux 
Date: 4 Apr 91 22:46:00 GMT 

Musta mis sed that one. What'd he say? 
Just wonder in,, 

J.C. 

John Cockrell - via FidoNet node 1:104/422 
UUCP : !scicom!paranet!User_Name 
INTERNET: John. Cockrell@paranet.FIDONET.ORG 

From: Jim.Speis er@f37.nl14. zl.FIDONET.ORG (Jim Speiser) 
Subject: Re : Statements of accepta 
Date: 4 Apr 91 21:16:00 GMT 

> I am looking for statements they have committed to print and public 
> distributi on; if no single definitive statements are available, then 
> maybe a few relevant citations . If you have some files of personal 
> conversations, I ' m interested but I'd rather have "official" statements 
> in thei r own words. 

Sorry; can't really help you there. I do believe that the statements you seek 
exist in many places, most notably the Skeptical Inquirer, but I couldn't 
cite you speci fic references. 

> Such s tatements would be quite valuable. It would at least show how 
> competent these guys are as scientists (assuming they would actually 
> write their own stuff) as opposed to propagandists. 

It is my impression that these guys are competent "scientific thinkers." 
(Define "scientist." ) I am not by any stretch of the imagination a 
"scientist", but I believe I've got a grasp on how the thinking process goes. 
While I disagree with their parameters for evidence, I recognize that there .. 
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SUBJECT: ARTICLE ON KECKSBU RG, PA. UFO CRASH 

Latrobe Bulletin 
Latrobe, Pa 
May 6, 1989 

KECKSBURG CRASH CONTROVERSIAL 

By Kim Opatka 

FILE: UF0803 

Bulletin Staff Writer 

This final article in a six-par t series on unidentified flying 
objects (UFOS) examines one of the most talked about and controversial 
incidents in the area, what has been termed a meteorite by some and an 
ali n er t by others, which crashed in Kecksburg December 9, 1965. 

Th obj ct w s firsts en streaking across the sky, with 
thousands fro Mi c hi an to New York witnessing a brilliant ball of 
fire which 1 ft s mok trail, v isible for about 20 minutes after it 
pa ed. 

Many, includin ilot who ob rved it , thought it was an 
a i rcraft which w on fir . Reports of debris from the object were 
made in many t ts, nd an Ohio tire departm nt was called to 
extingui s h 10 s mall firs in n area where wi tnesses said they saw 
flaming fragments fallin from the ky. 

Sho ck waves were report d by pilots, and a seiamoiraph near 
Detroit record ed a s hock, wrote investi1ator Stan Gordon, of 
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after ~h!ssociated Press account publi~hed in ~he Bulletin the da; 
of crash, Gordon says recent evidence, including the discovery 
tru: ~;~_who saw the object, supports the idea that the object was a 

in "I was a teen-ager then," said John (not his real name) . "It was 
. the early part of December and there was a little snow and a little 

rain, and mud." 

He was called to the scene after the 4:44 p.m. crash as a fireman 
from the Latrobe area, to search for the crashed object. 

. "! had seen a fiery object in the sky. I can't say exactly which 
direction but it was coming from the north. It was not too much 
longer and the fire whistle went off,," he said . "I answered the call 
and was told they needed a search team because at the time they 
believed it was a downed aircraft. And I t hought, 'My God, this is 
what I have just seen,." 

When firemen arrived at the Kecksburg Fi r e Hall, maps were 
reviewed and groups were given sections to sear ch. 

"It was getting semi-dusk and we had flashlights. We were taken 
in the back of a truck and dropped off and to l d t o g o ' this way' which 
we did. I was not on the initial contact team. Anot he r team f ound 
the object. 

" It was definitely , unequivocally, positively, absolutely no 
aircraft, plane, helicopter or rocket, at least not to my knowl edge . 
It was in an area that was part field and part wo ods and we went down 
to investigate," he said. 

"We fou nd the object had crashed at a 30 to 40 degree angle, and 
had broken off numerou s tree branches in its impact path. My initial 
reaction was 'This is no airplane., I observed no shrapnel, no 
breaking up of the fuselage. It was one sol id p i ece , no doors, no 
windows. 

"P reliminary searches found no bodies or casualties. I t was 
shaped like an acorn , laying on its side, like the acorn nut is in i ts 
shell when it ' s on a t ree, " he expla ined. " I ' ve been a machinist for 
24 years and I've worked with a tremendous amount of different metals, 
and I have never seen any type of metal t ha t looked even close to 
that." 

John said the object was not broken , "not even cracked, ·ust 
dented a bit. It did not give off smoke, steam or vapors, at least 
none that we could see. " 

Reports from neighbors in the area s aid it had given off 
trail of blue s moke, which disappeared af ter the crash. 

f ain t 

He described the portion visibl e a s between eight and ro f~e=e~ ~ 
long, six and seven feet across, and said a man of ~verage _height 
would probably have had little trouble standing up 1ns1ae t . The 
crater it plowed into the ground was "rectangular in shape ." 

O'. II p -/o 

John said the state police were there and the area was soon 
quarantined. 

1/, - 7" 
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.. " The military had control of the who le operation ," John recalled. 
~f~er a while we saw a flat bed truck come by with some other 

military equipment, a crane or some t h ing. 

" It was not too much longer, a n hour, an hour and a half, when 
the trucks came back and there was a large object on the back of the 
flat bed , covered by a tarp, with military escorts front and back. I 
got the feeling that if you had stepped on the road y ou were dead 
meat. They weren ' t stop ping for anything. " 

Although t he object was later said to b e a me teorite, John 
do esn ' t buy that e xplan a tion. 

" It had wr iting on it, not like y our aver age wr iting, but more 
li ke ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics. It had s ort o f a bumper on it , 
li ke a ribbon about six to 10 inches wide, and i t stood ou t. It was 
el l i ptical the whole way around and the wr i ting wa s on th i s b umper. 
It' s nothing like I' ve e ver seen, and I'm a n avid reader . I re ad a 
lot o f books on Egyp t, t he Incas, Peruvian s, Russians and I ' ve n ever 
to th is day come ac r oss anything that looked li ke that. " 

J ohn note s that late r it was den ied t ha t the object was even a 
meteo ri t e , and the military "denied t hey we re even in the area. Bu t I 
know t he r e were Air Force and Army personnel involved. It was like 
they jus t came out of the wo odwork ." 

Go r don ' s research has reve a led that one of the military groups 
i nvolved wa s most likely t o b e t he 662nd Radar Squ adron , based at the 
Oakdal e Armory, located near Greater Pitt s burgh International Airpor t. 

The squadron was f ou nd to be under the con t rol of the Aerospace 
Defens e Comma nd, and attempts t o get informa t ion on the Kecksburg 
c rash, through the Freedom o f Informat ion Act, have not provided much 
to go on. 

One resp on s e said t here had been no record of the squadron being 
activated on t hat date, Gordon said, wonde r ing how so much equipment 
and personn el could be ac tivated wh ile t he monthly report showed no 
en t ry on De c. 9. 

Through his research, Gordon say s he knows the Air Force was 
still in v es tigating UFO cases at the publ i c level then, and that it 
was apparen tly the Project Blue Book staf f which contacted the 662nd 
squadron. Subs e quent r e port s have led h i m to theorize that even the 
Project Blue Book staf f was not made a war e of objects whi c h could 
" affect national securi ty," and that some i ntelligenc e teams 
investigated c ras hes of "for e i g n s pace v e h ic l es." 

Another st range occurren ce that night, Gordon s a i d , was rep or t s by 
some civ ili an s that radiati on was released. He explained that s ome 
childr e n p laying i n the are a had reportedly been told by milit a ry 
personn e l that that was a po ss ibility , a nd me n in decontamination 
suits were allegedly seen a t the s ite later the n e xt d a y. 

Althoug h he has c onsid e r e d the po s sibi l i ty that the object could 
ha ve be e n s p ac e d e br is or a t es t d e v ice, Go r d on s ays doounents and 
evid ence obtain e d in the las t fe w year s l ead mor e in the direction of 
.i L b u .iutl a "L rue UFO." 



,.J oh11 

~J t WR~ rlRfinitR ly not of this planet. At the time I was a 
skeptical teen, but when you see something like that you don't forget 
it: When you get called out like that from the fire department you 
think you 're going out looking for an aircraft of some sort, not a 
UFO. ~ 

"I'll never forget it. I still want to know what the hell it 
was." 

* ******************************************** * THE U.F.O. BBS - http://www.ufobbs.com/ufo * 
********************************************** 

--------------51FE4DEF922--
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[Question] How many UFO crash reports are there? 

[Send e-mail to Hen[ Answer] Quite a few, and in s ome c ases there is enough 
e-mail evidence to make a crash se e m pr obable 

Sponsored by: 
[Go to the UFO 

The UFO 
Information 

Centre 

1. Ros wel l, Ne w Mexico, July 1947 
Information Centre] 

Extensively researched . Al t hough the UK magazine Flying 
Saucer Revie w had co v er e d t he r e p ort of the crash in 
its very first issue in 195 5 , the real investigation 
began in 1978. Since then UFO researchers William 
Moore , Stanton Friedman, Don Berlin e r et al. have 
interviewed over three hundr ed first and second hand 
witnesses who confir m the bas i c s tory that an alien 
spaces hip has crashed i n t he d eser t of New Mexico. 

'The Ros well Incident ' , Wi lliam Moore, 1980. 
' UFO Crash at Roswell', Dona ld Sc hmitt (CUFOS) and 
Kevin Randle (former air force intelligence officer), 
1991. 
·crash at Corona', Stan ton Fri e dman and Don Berliner. 

The controv ersy is raging on . I n Marc h 1993 New Mexico 
congressman Steven Schiff ord ered an off i c ial 
inv estigati on into the event u nder the a u s pices of the 
General Accounting Office (GAO) . Ca l ifornia 

_ conare 



initiative. The GAO ordered the USAF to conduct an 
internal investigation into the alleged crash. In 1995 

the USAF published its report. It concluded that what 
had crashed in Roswell in 1947 was a Project Mogul 
balloon. Project Mogul was a top secret project that 
had started just after the end of World War II to 
listen detect Soviet nuclear explosions . 

This explanation raises many questions, such as: 

why didn't the USAF retrieve the 'balloon' 
immediately after it had crashed? The Air Force 
could track the top secret Mogul balloons through 
its radar reflector. The US AF entered the scene 
five days later after rancher MacBrazel, who had 
found the debris on his property, had reported the 
crash to Roswell Army Air Field . 

* why did Major Jesse Marcel, the intelligence 
officer of Roswell Army Air Field at the time, 
maintain until his death that what he had seen was 
not a balloon? 

* why was some of the debris flown to Washington , as 
Thomas Jefferson DuBose states, who was Chief of 
Staff to Major General Ramey in 1947? 

* why did retired Brigadier General Arthur Exon, in 
an interview with Ken Randle and Don Schmitt, 
state that the fragments of the crash were flown 
to Wright Field (now Wright Patterson AFB) and 
that laboratory chiefs established a special 
project to study them? 

* why was mortician Glenn Dennis asked by the base 
mortuary officer about the availabi lity of small, 
hermetically sealed coffins? And why was he asked 
about the chemical preparation of bodies that h ad 
been lying in the desert for a period of time? 

* why did the USAF investigator not contact key 
witnesses like Glenn Dennis and brigadier general 
Exon? 

* why has all the documentation from Roswell Army 
Air Field that covered the time of the crash, been 
d e stroyed without proper authority, as the USAF 
admits in its report? 

The Air Force ' s explanation does not satisfy 
representatives Schiff and Feinstein. The USAF is 
c urrently doing a new investigation. 

2. Kingman, Arizona, just before May 20, 1953. 

The story was first described to UFO researcher Raymond 
Fowler in June 1973 by a witness who went by the code 
name of Fritz Werner and who signed a legal affadavit 
vouching to the honesty of his testimony. Investigation 
by Fowler into Werner revealed that the man had a 
strong scientif ic background and was considered of high 
integrity by his colleagues . Werner's diary supported 
his claim of being called in for investigation by the 
USAF into a crashed object. 

Another story supporting the crash near Kingman came to 
UFO researcher Len Stringfield in 1977. The witness, 
then in the National Guard , told of how in 1953 he was 
at Wright Patterson AFB when he saw crates arriving 
from a UFO cras h site in Arizona. He said that three 



An almost identical story was reported to researcher 
Charles Wilhelm in 1966 b y a man who sa id that h is 

father had to l d him the story as a death-bed 
confession. 
The earli est reference has b een made to MU FON 
r esearc he r Ri c hard Hall in April 1964. He was told the 
story by a future Vietnam commander. 

In 1995 a man contacted t he I n tern e t p ublication The 
Groo m Lake Desert Rat 
(http://www.ufo mind.com/area51/ desert_rat) a nd told 
them he had worked for the US AF on a s e cret project 
that was an attempt to build a flying sau cer simulator. 
The project had started at the end of t he 1940s and had 
collected mat er ial from the crash sites at Ros well and 
Kingman . 

'UFO: Crash Retrievals', Jenny Randles, 1995 . 

3. Kecksburg, December 9, 1965. 

On Decemb er 9 1965, hundreds o f wi t nesses i n southe r n 
Canada , Michigan, Ohio and Penns y l v a ni a ob s erv ed a UFO 
crash from the s ky. In March 1966 , scient i st a nd UFO 
invest igatro Ivan Sanderson compil e d an a c coun t f r om 
various eye wi t ness stories. 
The object took six minutes to p a ss the observed 
trajectory , from which Sanders on ca lculated a speed of 
1,600 km/h, which, if accurate, would rule out a 
meteor. Sev eral pilots spoke of b eing buffeted by shock 
waves as the thing passed them. The re were also stories 
of a sonic boom and vibrat i ons felt on the ground. The 
smoke trail was so intense that it remained visible for 
up to 20 minutes. During the fi nal few miles of its 
flight the object seemed to c hange course. 
After the impact the po li ce s et off the forest. They 
were subsequently chased a way by the military. A few 
hours later the militar y te am told them they had found 
nothing . 

In January 1980 UFO i nve s t iga tor Clark McCle l land spoke 
with the assistant f ire chief of Kecksburg, James 
Mayes, and with Melvin Reese, another fireman. The team 
had come within 60m of t he object. They had seen 
something on the grou nd that had smashed its way 
through the trees . Ma ye s exp lained how the military had 
c ordonned off the woods and had established a temporary 
base, complete with telecom l i nk. Fi r e chief Robert 
Bitner later confirmed t he story. He had seen an object 
that was 1.8m high , 2m wide and some Sm long, clearly 
not an aircraft. It was res t i ng at an angle on the 
ground as if it had i mpacted near ly horizontally. 
Another fire officer , ' Pete' , stated he had seen a ring 
of bu mp ers around it i n to whi c h were described some 
pictoria l s ymbols. Being o f Polish decent he could read 
Ru s sian a nd stated that the y we re not Russian. 

Researcher Ray Boeche file a Freed om of Information 
request for mor e data on t h e incid e n t . I n 1985 30 pages 
of data were procured. It was i n s i g n i ficant 
information, excep t for a memo t ha t s a id a three man 
team had been dispatched to t he s it e to pick up an 
object. The final conclusion o f the f ile was that the 
UFO was a meteor. 



It t heory h a s be en proposed that it wa s a Ru s sian 
satellite tha t crashed (Cosmos 96) . Ho we ve r, NASA has 

released data that say that Cosmos 96 reente red Earth ' s 
orbit on December 9, 3.15 a.m. The crash too k p l ac e 13 
hours later. 

After the US TV series Unsol v ed Mysteries had repor t ed 
the case two new witnesses came forward. One was a USAF 
officer at Lockbourne AFB (near Columbus, Ohio) . In the 
early hours of December 10, a truck arrived by the 
little used back gate of the base and he was ordered to 
patrol it. It was a flat-bed with a large tarpaulin on 
the surface covering a conical object. He was told to 
shoot anyone who tried to get too close. He was advised 
the truck was bound for Wright Patterson AFB, which is 
the reputed home of other crashed saucers. 
The other witness was a building contractor who was 
asked two days later to take a load of 6,500 special 
bricks to a hangar inside Wright Patterson . When he 
sneaked a look inside the hangar he saw a bell-shaped 
device, some 4m. high sitting there. Several men 
wearing white anti-radiation style suits were 
inspect ing the object. After he had been escorted out 
the was told that he had just seen an object that would 
become commonn knowledge in 20 years time. 

' UFO: Crash Retrievals ' , Jenn y Randles, 1995 . 

4. Rendlesham Forest, UK, 1980 . 

In this case a total of over 50 witness e s ar e involved. 

Just after Christmas 1980, Br e n d a Bu t ler, an 
investigator of ghost appearanc es , was c ontact e d b y a n 
American friend, Steve, who was security o f ficer a t t he 
twin bases of Bentwaters and Wo odb ridge. The bases are 
RAF property, but were leased t o the USAF at the t i me. 
He said that in the early hours of December 26, he a n d 
two other guards were sent into the woods near the 
bases to investigate a light that reportedly crashed 
from the sky. When they reached the spot, they were 
astonished to find a disc-shaped craft on tripod legs 
on the ground. They alerted the Woodbridge base. 
In the next couple of hours, ac cording to the source, 
s enior personnel have seen t he obje c t, including 
Brigadier General Gordon Wi lli ams. Steve reported that 
several s mall aliens of t he l ittle grey type were 
hovering in mid - air in a s haf t o f light suspended under 
the craft , looking as if t h e y were attempting to repair 
their vessel. 

British UFO researc her Jenny Randles first heard of the 
incident in Februa r y 198 1 from a source, David, who was 
a civilian radar officer a t Wa t ton, a joint 
civilian/military base. He to ld of an object that was 
tracked crossing the coas t n ort h of Lowesoft. It was an 
unscheduled target that was confirmed by other radar 
bases. Watton base lost the sign a l as it disappeared 
off screen in the vicini ty o f Be ntwaters base. This 
could be the result of t he obj ec t descending to ground 
level. Two days later so me USAF intelligence officers 
arrived at Watton to ta ke t he rad a r recordings. The 
explanation was based on a story tha t was a lmost 
identical to that rev ealed to Brend a Butler (se e 
ah,)v_e }__ _____ _ 



Between 1981 and 1984 Jenn y Randles and othe r 

researches received confirmation of a crashed UFO by a 
travelling salesman, a forestry worker and local Go r don 
Levett. Scores of local residents reported unusual 
military activity in the area. 

In February 1983 an anonymou s colonel who was at the 
Woodbridge b seat the time and Squadron Leader Donald 
Moreland, the British overseer of the American base, 
conf'rmed to Omni magazine that there had been a close 
encount e r on the base. 

Around the same time Larry Warren, an airman stationed 
t Bentwaters at the time, approached ufologists Barry 

Greenwood and Larry Fawcett in New England and told 
them he had watched an aspirin shaped UFO sitting on 
the ground. 

In 1984 and 1985 UFO researchers Ray Boeche and Scott 
Colborne tracked down and interviewed two further 
witnesses. Their stories we re consistent with was 
already known, but included details about rainbow light 
shows, the involvement of British police and 
photographs taken. 

Since 1992 more military wi tnesses of the incident have 
come forward. Three fac ed the cameras in Britain in 
1994 with their story. 

' UFO: Crash Retrievals', J enny Rand les, 1995 . 

5 . Dalnegorsk, USSR, 1986. 

Early in 1986, possibly i n Apri l, an obje c t desc r i bed 
as a sphere of light, was s een c rossing t he Pac ific 
region north of Wladiwos tok . Many in and around 
Primorsky Kray peninsula saw its flight. Village r s at 
Dalnego rsk heard an explos ion and plotted the impact 
point to the side of a mount ain kwown as Hill 611. 
Trees were set on fire and t he area was devastated. The 
object disintegrated upon impac t . 
Scient ists from the Russi an Academy of Science in 
Moscow visited the area and found peculiar pieces of 
metal and the same ki nd of g lassy balls that were at 
two ot her Russian crash s i tes earlier in the century. 
Metal analysis sugges ted an uniden t ified type of 
chromium was present . 

See also: Is the r e tang ible evidence for the existence 
of UFO's? 

'UFO: Crash Retrievals', J enny Randles, 1995. 
'UFO's. Down to Earth.' Discovery Channel. 

Other alleged UFO crashes: 

Paradise Valley, 1947. 
- 'Behind the Flying Saucers' , Fr ank Scully , 1950. 
- 'Beyond Top Secret', Ti mot hy Good . 
Aztec, New Mexico, 1948. 
- 'Behind the Flying Saucers', Fr an k Scully , 1950. 
- ' UFO: Crash Retrievals', Jenny Rand l es, 1895 . 
Laredo, Texas, 1948. 
Soits e gen. nrw . J ne 9 



Vestra Norrland, Sweden, July 1955. 
Ubatuba, Brasil, September 1957. 

Gdyni , February 21, 1959. 
Karelskaya, USSR, April 27-28, 1961. 
Cha lton, UK July 16 1963. 
Fort Riley, Kansas, 1964. 
San Migu 1 Ar entina, 1965. 
Llandrillo, Clwyd, Wales, UK, 1974. 
Sou h Africa, 1989. 
(Th's alleged cras h is the result of an elaborate 
ho x.) 
Birmingham, UK, 1994. 

For all the above: 'UFO: Crash Retrievals', Jenny 
Randles, 1995. 

April 17, 1897 - Aurora, Texas 
Dec. 22, 1909 - Chicago 
1933 or 1934 - Ubatuba, Brazil 
August 19, 194 9 - Death Valley, California 
Before 1950 - Mexico 
April 1950 - Argentina 
1953 - Brady; Montana 
Mid-1950s - Birmingham, Alabama 
Spring 1954 - Mattydale, New York 
March 1960 - New Paltz, New York 
Jan u ary 1967 - Southwest Missouri 
November 9, 1974 - Carbondale, New Jersey 
May 17, 1974 - Chili, New Mexico 
May 6, 1978 - Padcaya, Bolivia 
1978 - Sovi et Union, in the ocean off Finland 

For further information on these alleged UFO crashes, 
see: 
http ://www.telebyte.nl/~deano/UFOIC/topics/crashes.htm 

And finally : 
Varginha, Brasil, 1996 

See: 
http://www.ufomag.co.uk 

Site design & maintenance by Dean Egberts. 
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Following up on the "Unsolved Myster ies " postings lately, here is the latest 
report on the mystery " fireball" impact in Western Pennsylvania by Stan Go rdon , 
Director of Operat ions for The Pennsylvania Association for the Study of the 
Unexplain ed, as published in THE GATE, Vol . 6, No. 4 ( April 199 1 ):7-8. Stan 
has been doing field investigation of th is incident for many years. 

December 9, 1990, will mark the 25th anniversar y of wha t appears to have been 
one of the most important cas es in UFO history. The incident has been well 
known in the Westmoreland Count y area of Pennsylvania since it occurred, and 
has been the subject of much conve rsation on Pittsbu rgh area radio talk shows. 
the incident was recently revealed to the countr y when NBC ' s Unsolved Mysteries 
featured the episode as its season's premiere on the evening of September 19, 
1990. When the incident occurred on December 9, 1965, both local and national 
news services cov ered the event. After the official Air Force explanation that 
the aerial object observed was onl y a meteor, the med ia never pursued the case. 

What we knew at that time, was that thousands of people had observed a huge 
fireball over northe rn Canada that proceeded over Michigan, Ohio , and Penn­
sylvania, while being observed from neighboring s tates as well. As the object 
passed over the Pittsburgh area, police and news agencies were swamped with 
calls. Outside of Kecksburg, a small rural village in Mt. Pleasant Township, 
two child ren were playing. One of them caught a glimpse of the fiery object 
as it descended into a wooded area across a hill. Almost immediately, a blue 
column of smo ke rose up amo ng the trees. After the location was reported to 
police , it took only about three hours for military personnel and equipment to 
arrive at the si te. 

Hundreds of people jammed the roads to try to have a look at the object. 
While only a few had the opportunity to see the impacted craft, many of the 
witnesses observed the military v e hicles, and watched the activity. Numerous 
observe rs later that evening, reported a large, flat bed trailer covered with a 
tarpau lin, being escorted out of the area by military jeeps. The Air Force 
later claimed that nothing was found. 
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6 Oakhill Avenue, Greensburg, PA 15601. Director of Operations is Stan 
Gordon. Their UFO Hotline numb er is 412 - 838 - 7768. 

----- ------------------- --- - ----------------------------------
Thus f ar the latest report: some earlier information was published by 
Leonard H. Stringfield in THE UFO CRASH/RETRIEVAL SYNDROME: Status Report II: 
New Sources, New Data ( Seguin, TX : Mu tual UFO Network, 1980), pp. 19 - 20, and 
by Stan Gordon in THE GATE, 4:2 (October 1989) and 4:3 (January 1990). (Sorry, 
I have only the second of th se epo rt s by Gordon.] 

So what do we learn f om al th's? Tha a UFO cras hed i n Wes tern PA in 
1965? Well certainly som h i n cas hed thee , and the military was on the 
sp ot . Som e of Go don 's associates were able to obtain USAF documents through 
Fr eedom of I nf o rm a ion Ac reques s, confi rm i n that the re was a military task 
fo r ce set u unde t he n me reje c t Moon Dust, to in vestigate anomalous 
crashes such s these . The relevant ortion of the document: 

"Peacetime e m lo ym n t of AFCI N i n tel ligence team capability is provided for 
in UFO in es igation (AFR 200 - 2) and in s upport of Air Force s ystems command 
(AFSC) Foreign Tec hn o l ogy Division (FTD) Projects Moon Dust and Blue Fly . 
These three peacetime projects all involv e a potential for employment of 
qualified field i n te lligen c e ersonn e l on a quick reaction basis to recover or 
pe form field exploitati on of Unidentified Flying Objects , or known Soviet/ Bloc 
aerospace ehicles we apon s systems, and/or r es idual components of such 
equipment. . . It is unusual for an object to surv i ve re -entry. If in fact 
it does and it is re c overed it is referred to the Foreign Technologies 
Di ision at Wright Pa t terson AFB, Ohio." 

The question then i s is it mor e like ly that what crashed was an a lien 
spacecraft or a Soviet Cosmos satellite? "Unidentified Flying Object, " in 
the military' s mi nd, means simply that, not *necessarily* Zeta Reticul an 
reconnaisance cr aft, and given the teno r of the times (we were, reca ll , in 
the iciest part of the Cold War) it would make sense for the USAF to scramble 
for anything tha t they figured might be a Soviet aerospace vehicle or spy 
satellite . And it makes sense also that those jerks who accidentally got 
into the way and might spread information that would tell the Ruskies what 
we'd found would be "put out of commission " with the help of a cock-and-bull 
s ory about an ali en spacecraf t . Rec a ll that the truck driver was *informed* 
by Wright -Patte rs on personnel that what he'd seen was an alien spacecraft; if 
what was recovered was so crypto-top-secret , wouldn't the local AF personnel 
make sure that no one say anything to anybody? (Or, realizing that they could 
not get what they'd found back without attracting a lot of attention, put out 
the spacecraf sto ry themselves as deliberate disinformation?) 

Leonard Stringfie ld has some properly cautious comments about " the 
Omnipresent I.I.I" or " Invisible Inside I nformants" who kept approaching him 
anonymously with promises of supposed "inside " information about the military's 
involvement with c r as hed alien spacecraft. These approached him almost 
continuously, prefer r i ng to make themselves known by their first names only, or 
·n one case, just as "Uncle." (Hi! I'm the man from "Uncle"--the truth about 
UFOs is--- ;) In some cases, he found that their information often corrobora­
ted other witnesses · accounts of c r ashed saucers, and sometimes they were 
"scarily right on targe t." But not being able to predict their actions or 
discern their motives, Stringfie ld gave their testimony a low credibility, 
warning that some of the I.I.I . 's must be "plants who are part of a plan to 
either spoon feed information as a test of public reaction, or to set up a 
disinformati ve trap." I think we need to read the "new " Kecksburg testimony 
in this vein. Incidentally , "Unc le" told Stringfie ld not to bother with the 
Kecksburg crash: it " involved a cr a s hed spy plane, not a UFO. " In other 
words, the truth will bo r e you, so stop investigat ing this! [Reference: 
UFO CRASH/BETRIEVALS: AMASSING THE EVIDENCE, Status Report III (Cincinnati,OH: 
Leonard H. Stringfie l d , 1982), pp. 42-43. J 

I for one would li ke to know what t he y did find at Kecksburg. Now that the 
Commies have wimped out , s urely the sec rets they located must be old stuff 
by now. What DO they keep a t Wr ight - Patterson? 

Bill Ellis 
FOAFtale News 
Penn State, Hazleton Campus 
H, Al:D _ _ _A _ 1B20 J 



After the TV segment, many new sources of information came our way, includ­
ing a major witness whose information would help confirm that of the other 
witness. We c an now piece toge the r what happened to the object once it left 
the woods of Kec ksburg. 

The milit ar y c onv oy l e ft the village and continued down the Greenburg­
Mount Pleasan t Road. I t then a p a ent l y follow ed Route 119 towards New 
Stan ton then along Route 4 0 near W s h i n t on, PA . The convoy continued [along 
In terstate 70? --BE] un til i r eached ( t hen ac t i ve ) Lockbourne Air Force Base, 
near Colu mbus Ohio. Dur· ng h early morn i ng hours , the bas e went on red 
alert. According o one o ·c r who w s s tion ed the re, a flat bed trailer 
truck with accompanying esco entered t he base by a ba ck gate, which was 
highl unusual. The lat bed w s ulled up to a hange r and bac ked in. A guard 
unit was set u aw y rom the hanger . Only peopl e wi t h a Crypto c learance 
[Anyon e kn ow ha this is? - -BE] were a ll owed near the hange r. An order was 
give n that i a nyon e should approac h t he hange r, they would have only one 
c ha nce to r es ond to identify t he mse lves. The guard s wer e told to s hoot to 
ki l l . 

About t wo hours later it was lear ned [by the offi ce r? --BE] that the red 
alert as o e r . The con v oy had l e f t t he bas e and was heading for Wright ­
Patter s on Air Force Base, in Dayt on, Oh io . 

Another c ivilian eyewitness helped to give us more i nformation as to what 
happened next. This gen tlema n was a tr uc k drive r employed by a large Ohio 
sup 1 co mp a ny. His friends, wh o we r e t ru c k drive r s, told him that they had 
followed the military convoy wit h the co ver ed fl at bed trailer from PA into 
Columbus and later other tr uc ke r s ob s erved it as it went to Dayton. 

Within a few days afte r the object arrived at Wright-Pa t terson, a Navy 
rep esentat ive showed up a t t he supply company with a brick. An order was 
placed fo r 6 500 special glazed bricks (to match the color they had) and the 
oder wa s shipped to Wr ight-Patterson on two flat bed trailers. The witness 
was one of t he drivers . They were given clearance into the base, but had been 
told p r evi ous l y not to ente r any bu ildings. 

During t he tedious tas k of unloading the cargo of bricks, this witness 
became cu ri ou s. When the oppo r t un i t y was present to enter a doorway without 
being stopped, he stepped ins id e . He was only there a few seconds befo re he 
was seen, but i t was enough time for him to have a look at a sight that he will 
never for ge t . Inside were t wo men in white coveralls and head covering, and 
ear · ng r ubb er gloves and boots . They were armed with a Colt .45 on their 

side. Th e two were work i ng a bove a metal scaffold that surrounded a strange, 
metallic be ll -shaped object . The men were working at the top of the object 
when the y spotted the wi t nes s en ter the building. The two workers ran to him 
and chall eng ed him in strong terms. The witness was told to forget about what 
he saw, and not to discuss i t or they would lock him up and throw away the 
key. The y a lso said that in 20 years this would be public knowledge. 

During the d ay, he ques ti oned some of the personnel and was ~ble to get 
bits and piec e s of informat i on c oncerning the object. He was told that it 
was a spacesh ip, and that a ll attempts to get the object open had failed. 
They had used a c etylene to r c hes, a diamond head drill and acid to no avail. 
They also ind i c a t ed that s omehow they knew that there were at least two bodies 
inside, bu t if t hey got it open it would be a real mess for the mortician to 
embalm. He was told that t he y t ried to open the object in Pennsylvania, but 
were unable. 

This witn e s s has signed an affidavit and recorded a video statement 
concerning h i s te s timon y . The other truck driver who was with him that day, 
has verified his information. The witness was able to draw a map · into the 
base and pinpoint the buildin g where the object was taken. The reason for the 
double g l azed brick, was to s eal the object up inside of the other building. 
It was l earn ed [ by the truc k driver? --BE] that a lead lined shield would be 
used with the br i ck to preven t any moisture or radiation leakage. 

Many other d e t ails that we have learned from this witness verify information 
we had previously obtained fr om others. Where the object is now is anyone's 
guess. 

For more information or to report sightings in the Pennsylvania area, call 
• _Th e Penn s vlvania Associ_ati tha __ _S_tudv nf thP. llnAxnlf1ine.d 



information from an informant, who was an Air Force Officer in 1965, that the 
object had arrived at an Air Force base in Ohio during the early morning hours 
of December 10, 1965. 



Recei v ed : fro m merak 
(gcameron@merak:cc.umanitoba.ca [130.179.16.10 ] ) b y 
elec~ra.cc.uman1toba.ca (8.8.5/8 . 8.5) with SMT P id BAA17260 
; Fri, 11 Apr 1997 01:04:13 -0500 (CDT) 
Sender: gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA 
Message-~D: <334DD457.550@cc.umanitoba.ca > 
Date: Fri, 11 Apr 1997 01:04:07 - 0500 
X-UIDL: 860738895.001 
From:_Gra~t Robert Cameron <gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA> 
Organ1 zat1on: Universit y of Manitoba 
X-Mailer: Moz i lla 3.0 (Xll· I· Su nOS 5.5.1 sun4u) 
MIME - Version: 1. O 
To: gcameron@cc.UManitoba.CA 
CC: ccb104@suvm.ps u .ed u 
Subject: The Kecksburg incident 
Content-Type: multipart/mixed; boundary="------------759664468EB9" 
Status: 0 
X-Status: 

This is a multi-part me ssage in MIME fo rmat. 

--------------759664466EB9 
ontent-Type: text/pla in· charse t =us - ascii 
on ent-Transfer-Encod ing: 7bit 

http://login.eunet .no/~ jeh/kecksbul.htm 

-------- ------759664466EB9 
Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii; name="kec ksbul.h t m" 
Content-Transfe r-Encoding: 7bit 
Con ent-Disposition : inline; filename="kecksbul.ht m" 

The Kecksburg incident 

On 9 h Decembe r 1965 hundreds of witnesses i n Michigan, Ohio and 
Pennsylvania observed a UFO crash . It first appea r ed to be nothing more than 
a spectacular meteo rite but 30 years on it is s t i l l a sou r c e of much 
cont roversy amongst UFO researchers. 

In March 1966, UFO researcher Ivan Sanderson compiled a detailed account 
from various eye wi tnesse s, and soon realised that there was more to this 
story than that o f a simple meteorite . 

His findings indicated that the object showed a clear trajectory, moving 
from north-west to sou th -east. Its total vi s ibl e journey l a sted no more than 
6 minutes , which indicated a speed far too sl ow for a meteor. Sanderson 
calculated a speed of onl y around 1,000 mp h. 

ot all the eyewitnesses were located on t he ground at the time of the 
sighting, there were also seve ral pilots who spoke of being buffeted by 
shock waves as the large bright object sped by . This was strange as most 
meteorites are obser v ed several thousands of f ee t above most commercial 
aircraft. There were also claims of shoc k wa v es and sonic booms reported 
from witnesses on the ground. 

The vapour trail left by the object were so int e ns e that they lasted for 
more than 20 minutes in which time they we r e fi lme d by sever a l people. 

Several bits of silvery debris were fou nd on t he gr ound a t Lap e er, Michigan 
and these were assumed to be from the object. Lat er a n a lys is of this 
mat erial indicated that they were indeed c haff whi c h ar e pieces of aluminium 

ft tn fn.J"')l rRri~r-



How e ver then most convincing aspect that Sand erson discovered to rule out 

the possibility of a meteorite was that the object appeared to change 
direction and head in an easter ly direction. 

The object finally came to rest 'n wood e d area in the town of Kecksburg. 
The object was initially w· nessed by 2 children who reported that a 'start 
that had caught fire h d cras hed in the woods'. Th e ir mother who's first 
thought was that her children had witn essed a plane crash called the state 
police and the fire serv·ce. 

As soon as she had inished phoning she went out into the woods and to her 
surpris e found that a military unit had beaten them to the crash site. This 
unit t o ol c ommand and told all civilians, police and fire department 
of fic i ls t o leave the site imm ediately. 

The mili t a ry unit reported to the police that they had found nothing, and 
the left. This remained the case for around 15 years when some UFO 
researche r s ' re - opened ' the case. 

After s ome investigation they found out that the fire service had come 
ith in 200ft of the object before being turned away by the military. They 

report ed seeing blue flashing lights, and noticing that the tops of several 
of the t rees nearby were broken as if an object had come crashing through. 

The investigat o rs also reported that they had found witnesses who had seen a 
large fl at-bed truck leaving the a rea of the woods with a large oval object 
covered wi th sheets . Another witness indicated that he observed the military 
loading t h e object onto truck . He described the object as looking like a 
large aco r n, with 'bumper s ' on the base. He also noticed that there was 
strange h i er oglyphics on the craft surface. 

The case was reported in the Project Blue Boo k files and indicated that ' a 
thre e ma n team has been dispatched to investigate and pick up an object that 
started a f ir e ' . This three man team is now known to of been part of the 
then hig hl y c lassified 'P roject Moon Dust'. 

The o ff ic i al report was that the UFO was simply a meteorite. 

In 1990 a n e w witness came forward who claimed to be part of the military 
team that was sent in to retrieve the object . He claims that he was given 
orders to ' s hoot anyone who got too close' . He also revealed that the object 
was being transported to the Wright Patterson base. 

The last major discover y related to a worker at Wright Patterson who claims 
that a str a n ge object was shipped in on the 16th December the same year, 
just day s after the events at Keckburg. He described the object almost 
identically as the other witnesses had described . Whilst he was observing 
the object a guard escorted him out of the hanger and told him ' that you 
have just s e e n an object that will be common knowledge in 20 years time '. 

[ Home Page J [ UFO Page J [ Kecksburg Page] 
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itary UFO Retrieval at 
rg, Pennsylvania 
~ tan Gordon 

t aprr )\ i111;i1ch 4:44 p.rn . Eac;trrn tandard Time, on 
D cm her G, 1%~ a h1 illia n1 ball of fire streaked across the 
. k). and '-' :l'- ,rrn hy 1h0u .,andc; of people from nort hern 
Ca:1acfa. ,01J1hc.l'-t\\; rd in portions of Michigan, Indiana, 
ChH 1 , \\c,t '11ic'!'ll.i , cv, York. and Pen nsyl vania . Thie; 
focliJ!I ,~11 i, h. tc11 tlH' mt q pan. w3 s repo rt ed ac;; orange in 
cnlw. kf 1 a le ·1 1 1~ sm,, kc trail I hat rc111a ined vi<; ible. in some 
lcKat10n,. fnr llJ• to 20 miriutec; _ Thi1. trail and cloud was 
rL t,1p.r,q 1hcd b) a11 ohc;,cn-c, 1 wo mike;; ea c; t of Pontiac , 

11d 11p..rn Hc1111 ff,mmcrc ial and pri, ate pilo1 c; who reported 
<.1rh1inr of i11e t1b1cc 1. a ', they new over pane; of Michigan, 
Ohio ;-irni ( >111;n : 11 , "ere c"f the opin ion that a conven tional 
a1r ·raft hLld n,,h,clcd, and was goi11g down in Lake Erie. 
She.,_ "a,e,. •>.er'.? rrr1ll tcJ b) r ilots, ec;pecia ll y in areac; east 
of fktro1t. , ,!.'i'-moiuaph at Willo" Hun Airport, about 25 
mile, ,out h '.\ c .1 nf I kt r oit. is report ed 10 have recorded the 
,itocL 1all\ rc(•r1k on the ground nea r Pon Clinton. Ohio 
rr-ro-:ed a l<,ud c;, <.mic boom v. hi ch later was report ed from 
rnar1\ other c'lrca,;;, a, well. There also were reportc; of debris 
f Jlling f rnm ilw liH hal l a, it ra c;<;ed over c;ections of Michigan 
and srruf11 ~~!h cn·er Elyria, Ohio and Midland, Pennsyl­
\ an,a I ht· unh cnn fi r 111ed material related to the time pf this 
cKct 11 rrn, r. v ne inc1 al lie <.trip<, th at lr ll from I he c;;ky nea r 
I .a peer. r.11 , !11~,.11. aqd were later exa mined by the Air Force. 
1 h1• n,a1,:r1:,l. 11 ,~;i., -_1a 1cd, surpo<;ed ly was radar chaff 
related to ;1 milHMY cxcrcise, and not directly connected with 
the fird ,;ill. 

Thi: I- h ria. 01110 lire department sent two truckc; to ex-
1 in)c'ui,,h IO '>m;lll r,re" i11 a I ,<XX) square-foot area, on West 
f' 11,rr R1 i:ld r~,irrll, where wirnesc;es reported naming frag­
rr1<:111·, fdl f •0111 the"~~· around the ti me that the fireball pass­
ed ,~·.•tdKad ·1 Ile fic:ry ohject cont inued on it s trajectory, 
fir!;,lh ._ ,:,,IJ,111• i11 tt wor ide<..I area near Kecksburg, in West ­
mor<·l.-1,1rl ( 011111 \, Pcnmyl"ania . Prior to impact, Pcnmyl­
v;,ir,;,1 oh'-<.,, er•. Ja11111wd police and news m clia phone lines 
, erort rr,r I ht L, ili,,1111 ohj<·d. Many I hough I that whal they 
\c1" v.a., an t1i1( 1:1'1 or; fir•: . Th All egheny County Obser­
·.,;1!1,r:, in rii11 .l11 11 1• li "'a'. al•.o 1.,"amped wi1h ca ll c;. 

• , i , lfo11 '11 H irt (jr rn',hurg, whith was the 
r1 irn;u y 111 .,.. • ""'" n· in We\tmor eb11d Coun1y at the time, 
ne"·,man P. 011 A·-'JtHv v. a, ~ellrnf i11•n, c;, ready for th Even • 
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in Ncwc-, Digci:,1 program when ca ll i:, began to come in from 
area re c-, idrnt (, concern in~ the aerial ob jeer. Another o f the 
ca Ii n', r P rl n,, John Murphy, w . r turnin~ from New 

t nt n when he r c iv d radi call ab ut th event . He wa c; 
di r t I m v t w rd , <..irecnsbur nd to earch the area . 
Wh h di, ov r d nothin . h r t rn d c th s ation . The 
mmt accurat e time for the c;i~htingc; in th Kechburg area 
wac-, 4:47 p .m., hut i wa c-, afl r the 6: 0 p.m. n w~ o f the 
sighting that th radi c;tati n r eiv d a all from Mrc; ~Jonec-,, 
a K ckc;burg res1dem, after li, tening to the broadc~ . She 
stat d, th I hatever the obJect in the sky wa \ , it had cra'ihed 
in a wooded area about a mile from her h me. Her nine-year­
old daughter, and ~ven-year-0ld son, were outside playing at 
the li me when they saw what her son described as "a star on 
fire." Mrs . Jonec; wa i:, next door visiting and looked outside. 

From the porch c;he could see a column of blue smoke rising 
above the trees. Her children were very excited and wanted to 
go over the hill to see what had crashed. Mrs. Jones told them 
to go ahead, but the neighbors told her that it might not be 
safe, so she ran after them . She caught up wi th them about a 
½ mile away from the area where the sm0ke was rising. Be­
sides the smoke, something else unusual was seen at that time. 
Above the trees, and just to the left of the smoke, she saw a 
brillian1 object that Mrs . Jones could only describe as ••a 
four -pointed star," and this seen through a lightly drizzfi g 
rain wi th temperatures in the mid thinies. 

After she called the radio station, John Murph called 
Troop A of the Pennsylvania State Police Headquarters • 
Greensburg to give them the name and phone number or is 
call . A few minutes later while Mrs. Jones was on.th pho • 
her conversation was interrupted by the o perator wilh a 
emergency call fo r her from the state police. The asked, 
to meet their pat rol car at the local Pepsi Cola plane~ ·,. 
K k burg o that he could direct the o(ft~ chi e 
impa t area . The general area where the incident occurred 
was a rural and not highly populated area and there were 
many acres of woodlands where the object could have fallen. 

Also activated by the ount m g n cru , e nu 
er r v luntcer fir d tro ho were conducting 
searches around the woods near l\c-cksburg. looking for what 
they thought was n airplane that had exploded and crashed. 
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~ . r m . J h n . 1ti rrh y v. a in Lh vici n i 1 ' f I he w d s 
,. ( Li t, "hen two <;late poli e ar arriv d , aJ n with 

, , J nc nd her 11 The) questioned the t o observers, 
thl.."n 1hc fi re marshal and another in"esti ga tor walked int o the 
~l'<' k The,· carr ied v.ith them a yellow civil <lefeme geigcr 
n Hlntcr. and were in thr v. ood"' for 16 minute'-, a , rding to 

fo r ph~ . \\'h en 1urrh y que t ioncd the fire marshal about 
h,, linding an~·thing he replied, " ) u II have to talk to my 
lr1 "' r. " , the fire marsh;1I walk ed away from the others, 

111r rh~ ran after him and on e again a<;\..ed if he found an y-
1hi11\.) . The fire mar"hal re ronded, " I'm n t ur "and told 

1urph ~. " Y u·ll h, t t our information f,om th Ar -
rn, .. Other troorer, at the scene at th at time. were told by 
1 he I II t' mar,hal not to let an\'one into the woods . The fire 
m;n..,hal then lef1 the area . :1u ph ' got bad, into his car and 
I krh ned the 1ate P 11 e Bar ral: k . He v. a t Id that the 
mil 11;1n " uld 0011 b ' arri, ing at their fi re h use. and tha a 

1 • nlcrcn " uld be held. When he arri,-ed at the bar · 
ra ·I- . memher of bo1h the , ir F rce and the Arm y were 
g;11hered in a room. 1ur phy approached ·,a e Police Cap­
tain J eph Du ia (n " d cca ed), who wa <., th e 1 roop A 
C mmander. and a.-..1-.ecl him if there wa o:; any information 
th,11 he l·ould gi,e him off the record . Murph y qated that he 
" ;1 told h) Captain Du.-....,ia that thi " s1aternrn1. f r-the -re ­
rn rd " zi, . " 1 he Penmyh an ia State P lie hnve made a 
th orou gh <;eard1 ol the "ouJ<., , and wr are onvinced th at 
there i.-.. nothing in th e \\U1Jd-.." It v. ao:; just a short time later , 
lw" e, er. that 1 urp11' o, er heard a conversation th at the 
mil11~11~ "anted 10 go out 10 the "' ds at Kec l-. ~bu, He ao:; 1-.ed 
the fire mar<.,hal if it "a" o l-.ay for him to go along on the 
'-.Cir ch . and "a<; told to ~ct permi<;<;ion from Captain Duo:;sia . 
Thi" "a <., gi, en. and 1 urphy f ollo"' ed al ong in the small 
car a, an of vehicle<. returning to the Kecksburg area. When 
1he~ arri,rd in the area of where the impact wao:; believed to 
h;l\ e occurred, they <.topped and got out. The fire mar hat 

nd ~ me military oflicer'l ,., ere preparing 10 enter the woods, 
and a<. 1urphy began to lollo" ·· he wa<, told s1crnly that he 
v. a not tog int o the wood <i. The fire marshal thought that it 
v.ould be a good idea 10 ha,e a light truck from a local fire 
Lom rany light up the hillc;,ide where the search was taking 
place. 

B,· thic;, time. word had circulated that somethi ng had 
cra<.,hed in the woods. There were only a few single-lane roads 
sur rounding the general area of the site, and these roads were, 
h::, no,.,, jammed with cars of curiosity seekers . The state 
police had sealed off the area around the impact site, and 
\Orne onlookers had seen the area roped off. The news media 
througho ut the e"ening bega n ar ri\'ing and v. erc doing live in ­
ter, ie" <, from that location . During the night, TV program ­
ming v.a<., interrupted for special reports concerning an Uni ­
dentified Flying Object that had cra shed in Westmoreland 
Count~ . E:.arlier, during the evening hours, a number of peo­
ple had claimed 10 ha ,·e seen a blue pulsating light in the 
v. ood',. Years aft er thi s occurrence, I spoke with a gentleman 
who v. as a tecnaF,er at the t irnc living nearby and he confessed 
how he and sonic friend s ran through the trees fl ashing a 
strobe fro m hi , c<" mera, after hearing the news reports. This 
blue light had no connection with the object that was being 
sought. Apparent ly, a lot of military activ ity ha<l occurred in 
the 1-\ ecksburg vicinity after I he short press con f crence. From 
the man y people we later interviewed, it seemed evident that 
th.o milita ry took control of the operation during this night, 
and apparentl y had innucnced the role of the police 
authorities as well. 

It c.,eemcd quite possi ble, that the state police may have had 
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no idea a~ to the extent of military involvement that night. 
The Kedc:.burg Volunt eer Fire Department had its truck sta ­
tion located onl • a short di stance from the impact site . Ac­
cording to members of the local fire departments who were 
involved in the search efforts, the military set up a command 
post in that building . A lot of equipment was brought in, in ­
cluding one large radio unit . There seemed to be mainly Air 
Force perc;onnel who manned the fi re hall. Firemen were re­
ported to have been told to leave the firehall by the military, 
and armed guard'-> were placed at the entrance. A large 
number of Army and Air Force vehicles were reported at dif­
ferent locations around the village during the eveni ng . At 
lea<;t two natbed trucks.one with military markings, another 
not marked and hauling a payloader or small crane v. ere seen 
moving .,ear the wooded area . Later that evening, the sound 
or jet aircra ft wa heard in the vicinity of Latrobe Airpon 
(now Westmoreland County Airport). At Lhal time the run ­
ways at the airport would no permit jet s to land, but there 
was word that night that military experts did land at the air­
port, and were driven to the search area . I have been told that 
reporter Murphy went to the airport and saw the airctaft 
land, and followed the passengers back to Kecksburg . 

A number of onlookers witnessed a large flatbed military 
truck that was unloaded, moving in the direction of the 
impact area. It was late that evening when apparently the 
same truck came back down the road traveling al a high rate 
of speed. This time, however. a tarp covered over a large sec­
tion of the Oat bed . The vehicle, which had numerous lights 
flashing on it, was being esconed in the front and rear by 
other military vehicles . One witness stated that the trud. 
wasn't about to slow down for anyone, and seemed in a hurry 
to get out of the area . It was a short time later that word was 
passed on to the firemen, and circulated among the crowds, 
that the search operation was over. What was located was not 
a crashed airplane, but a meteorite according to military 
authorities. The people began to depart, and searchers pack­
ed up their gear and returned lo their vehicles. 

It wasn't long after the occurrence that researchers began 
to question the validity of the Air Force explanation. The late 
Ivan T. Sanderson. in the March, 1966 edition of Fate, wrote 
an article "Something Landed in Pennsylvania" and traced 
the flight pattern of the object, and from thm current infor­
mation he estimated its speed. When Sanderson plotted its 
movement on a map, he found that the object passed in a 
straight line from east of Flint, Michigan, over Lake St. Clair 
to Oberlin and Elyria near the vicinity of Cleveland, Ohio in a 
southeast by southerly wrection. It then made a 25 degree 
turn to the east. From that area it made a sl.raigi.t line of 
travel from Midland to Kecksburg Pennsylvania. Sanderson's 
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,,r . h ,rt! on hi.., info rmati on, showed thar the ohject 
tr \ elcd ar ah01 11 1,062.~ miles per hou r. From variou .., docu­
mrnt<. and f)(' r<.o nal interviews al the time o r the occurrence, 
1hr m , t accu rarc time 0r observation in the loca l Kecb hurg 
arC'a, ju c; t bcro rc the im r act, would have been at 4:47 p.m. 
H , in obt incd oth er d ta va luated in other stare, ahour 
the c, enr , and "' hid, appear to ivc bet tcr inr or mar ion ac; ro 
accurate l0c.1 li1ed 0h,c r , lion ti me, , we have reeva luarecl the 
po ible r ecd f the objc t , a t ~.2~7 mik e; per h0ur . In eirhcr 
e-,;1ima1c rh ic; fi rcb.1 11 \.\ ;-ic; tra\'e lin much too slow fo r an or ­
dinar ~ meteor . 1 he minimum speed rcrnrdccl for a meteor is 
ahc,ur 6. • ) milcc; r hour . 

But thcr f,Kl'- 0h1.1i ned fr om cvewit11 cc;c;cc; who were in the 
locali1cd regi n befo re the impac·t ls0 indicare 1ha1 the ob­
jC'l'l, nen though gi , in I he appeara nce o f a hrighr mere r, 
ju I didn '1 Ira , r1 pro pert . . J a • mir h rcmcrnherc; c; tandi ng 
out idc of hi,; hm1c;c "it h hie; mot her when I hey c;aw the ohject 
oming from rh c ort h. Th ey ·ere lora red in the vi ll afZ e o f 
1argurire, ahou r 5 mile fr m Kecbhurg . The ohjccr wa c; 

fully engu lfed in name\ , with a tail a li11 le longer rhan the 
main body . wrdi ng to the wi tnec; . "There was ery litt le if 
any . mo ke. Thr na me. were most ly ora nge, yellow and 
'-' hitc . We" ere able 10 war ch the ohject for ab0u t a mile. The 
0hJcc1 \.\a abnut 250 to 300 fee t in the air . and abou t a 1/4 
mile a '-' ay . Ir a1 1 cared to be rra\'e ling ar the c; peed of a small 
plane (not jer) and dropping slightl y, almoc; t like it wac; 
gliding . I'd e rimate ir only dropped 50 or 100 feet the enti re 
time" e "atched it. I could not see the enti re object imide the 
name but ir appeared, whatever ir wa c; , as wh ire hot and 
round . I'd guc ·, ir "ac; the size of a medi um c; ized plane.•· T he 
witne, continued 10 wat ch as it headed downward to the 
"oodc, at Ked,,hurg. 

Since the nigh r o f thic; occu rrence, the umubstantiared 
report c; of the milirary ha\'ing hauled away an aeri al object 
from the "ood<. hac; per. ic; red . But these were only rumor<; un­
til the summer of 1987. During Auguc; t, our statewide UFO or­
ganization, the Pennc;yh·an ia Associat ion for the Study of the 
Une,plained (PA U ), too~ part in th e National UFO Infor­
mation \\'eek by c;et1ing up a large public display of UFO­
relared material, along wi th vi deo presenta tiom at the West ­
moreland 1all in Grccnshurg . The even t, which a11 racted 
thousandc; of people an d wa c; covered by the TV newc; media , 
brought many ne" leadc; to imponanr UFO cases both recent 
and from the rac;t . One gen tl eman harpened to overhear a 
discusc;ion ber"' een one of our members and anot her person 
about the Keckc;burg cac;e. Th ie; man r olirely interrupted and 
ac;~ed if they wer<' , indeed , ta lk ing about that incident. He 
then ga,e derails ahour the cac;e incl uding the fact that he was 
a member of one of the search teamc; that came acroc;c; an o b­
jeer buried in the ground, which 10 th ic; day he was unahle to 
explain. We ohrained "hat info rmation we cou ld and then ar ­
ranged to meet with him 10 o btain the complete story . The 
witness wac; aware thar we had been researchi ng th is case for 
many years, bur was reluctant to come forward with his story . 
He was main ly concerned that if identifi ed he and his family 
would be ridicu led. 

We assured him of our policy o f not revealing names or 
"itnesses to protect them from such problems . He, thus, 
became mo,1 helpfu l and par ient in providing us with a very 
remar ·able accou nt, which now gives strong support lo lhe 
idea that a I rue nidenti fi ed Fl yi ng Object did, indeed, crash 
in the " ood, o f Keck,burg, and was taken away by military 
au1hori1 ie,. We will identify the key wi tness as Pde, who wa~ 
a ninet een-yea r-o ld fir eman in 1965. The fo llowing i, about 
Pete 's account. 
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Pete was among the thou~nds of observers late on the 
afternoon o f December 9, 1965 who saw the huge fireball 
pus over his district . He wu in the Latrobe area at the time. 
I I wa, a short lime later when the fi re sirens went off, but he 
didn't conntct the alarm with the object . Pete belonged to 
on of the small , village fire depart ments that was pan of the 
count y mutual-aid ystem . If a major fi" or other incident 
occurred the various communit y fi re unit s would assist each 
oth r. Wh n he reached the firehall that afternoon the dis­
patch r wa\ requ~ ting ~ arch teams to go to the Kecksburg 
area, where rcpon s indicated that an airplane had exploded in 
the sky, and possibly had crashed in a wooded area . 

,, 
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Artist's sketch of crash silt 

His fire company packed up, and drove lO Kecksburg in 
their squad truck. They went to the Kecksburg fire hall from 
where the search was being coordinated . A large map was on 
the wall showing the general area where the search would be 
conducted . The members of the various local fire depan­
ment s were to split up into three- and four -man search team,. 
and would conduct a grid-search pallern . Each team was to 
have a certain area to search, and were told lO spread about .5 
yards apan from each other, and to stay within sight of each 
other at all limes. The firemen were equipped with walkie­
talkies and nashlights . Pete 's team had been out for a period 
or time when they received a radio call from a team on thei r 
far right. They were very excited, stated that they had found 
something, and asked for assistance. Pete and his compa­
nions left their sector and hurried over to find the other team 
pointing at an object that was semiburied in the ground . 
Looking around the site, the object had evidently descended 
at about a 25 to 30 degree angle. It had broken tree limbs, and 
knocked down 15- to 2(Hoot-high trees before impacting. The 
object appeared to have made a trench about 5 to 6 feet wide, 
shallow at the top at the entrance point, and wider at the end 
where it was partly buried . The trench appeared to be about 
25 feet long, and the greatest depth seemed to have bttn 

about 7 feet. What was first puu1ing to the firemen was the 
fact that there was no fire . The trees were, for December, 
mostly bare or leaves. (The blue column or smoke seen from 
the site by the Jones family, only lasted a short time and 
disappeared . There were rumors or a fire at the site, but no 
fire was actually seen or reported .) This was most amazing to 
Pete, who had ~n the fireball and couldn't understand why, 
in fact, there was no fire . 

The object was something foreign in appearance to the 
team members. The object's actual size and shape could not 
be determined since part of it was buried in the ground, but 
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, t""'llJ t't ~n -...a 1, 'i la rtling. The form 1ha1 wa c; cxpm cd 
ro I, r a 11an1 rnc1al acorn on it 'i side. II was abo 111 

, 10 fC"C' t hi~h and "'iclc, and Pele sta le., 1ha1 he could ca.,i lY 
t-.a \r ,oo<l imidc 0f i1. The gro und arou nd the ohj t"C I did no"1 
r f'("a r 10 he hurnt . o r v. ar m, and th ere "' a., no \ team or 

, ;-i~,r from the area around th e trench . The ohjC'\.' l wa.., 
me1allic. bu1 it wa.., o f an unfami li ar coin,, and dil ficul1 to 
d " rib~ . Pete stated tha1 it wa, like a tarn i, hed sih cr or of t. 
l.'ulor golJ . Pet e. in Ir) ing to i\'e a bet tcr c.J c..,cr irt ion a, 10 th e 
a-:- 1ual appeara nce o f 1he object in the ~ro unJ . \I.li ed tlia1 i1 
r,;-i , e the impre ...... inn ol a den,11cd be.ich ball pll'i hcd in. 
rumrl ed ur . and tcrn ;-ird the bo ttom there "a' n rin (or 
humpcr -likc lfll L' lurc ) aho u1 ci£Z, ht 10 1cn i11d1e, wide that 
,;,eemed 10 over 1h r ci rcu mfere nce f th e objel'I (but th i, "' a 1, 
m \I I~· c ,·cred h'.I d1 r1) Th i, "bu mper" wn, r;-i i,ed ur o ff the 
. urracc f th e m;-iin nhjrc1. On thi, bumrcr \.\ a1, a \.\Ti ling 1ha1 
Pete <,aid I nkcd like " anci rnt [ g~·r1 ian h1crogl'11h in ." He 
remember harJcle r, o f hro kt:n and <;traigh t line \ , dotc;, rec­
ta ngle, . and irclc . [ , rn more am az in to Pet e wa, 1h a1 th e 

hjcc1 ,, a, ·omplcte l~ i111 ac1. There wa 1, no brea hage 01 
debri , , nl~ 1he beach-ha ll-li ke sur face had a wr inhlctl up 
ar r ar an c . Pete had been in, o lved in airplane cra\h ,;,L·enr., 
()\er til t' year . and " a" b;1 fned by thi <i . The ohj ec1 had 11 0 

" indo" "· gb , . fu r lare . ,\ in~"· rotor<, or c;earm . The men 
ere . 1andi ng about 3 I cc1 a\, ay from 1he ohject, loo kin g 

down int o the tren ch :it i1. one o f the men \'e11t ureJ to jumr 
down and ha\·e a clt)'-Cr loo k, not kn owing "' hat 1hi -.. thin g 
" a'- . The> " ere di,cu,s inf 1h i., ma11er , wh en sudd enly a \ late 
Ir per and an o l I r man in pl ain clothes, \\h o appeared to 
ha\e au1h rit • (P L v. a la ter I ldrn 1ify him) . approac hed 
them . ~ L) mil1 1ar) per,onnel v. ere now m \·in int the area 
a v.ell. The firem en " ere immed iately, ordered out o f the 
area . Arparent l>' th e e firemen ca me upo n th e cra~h ite some 
time after the fire mar hal had departed the area foll o"' ing 
b in ho" n the ~en cral I catio n by :'-1r-., . June<; . 

in ·e the nig ht of the occ ur rence , Pet e's lire was changed 
by ,\hat he c;a \,. and he i" fir mly con"inceJ that 1he object at 
1-.: ed sburg. " ac; not man-made . Pete 1a1ed . "I hone'il l:-· 
bel ie\e that it v. a<. '-C1me1hing other than Earth o riginat ed . I 
honec;tl~ feel. an d totall y believe that th i<. c;1 me from r,o me­
"here out,ide our c;ola r c;y \lem ." Pete has been a machin i'> l 
fo r 25 year and is \Try fami li ar "'i1h me1al<, bot h solid and li ­
qu id . He st ated. " I ha"c ne\ er in my li fe seen 1ha1 color o f 
met al in any c;hape. or form v. heth er it was 'iolid metal 01 li­
qui d metal •• 

Pe1e feel'i that there v.ere about seven oth er fi remen in the 
group that c;a "' 1h e ol ject. He did not kno"' "'ho th o<ie other 
fi remen "ere e,cer1 for Iii " rri cnd "'ho. unfortuna tely, r a<,r,ed 
3\\ J \ in 19R6. A fev. day., after th e search. v.ord "' a" pa<,sed 
among the fire dq1ar1 men ,., th at the au1 hor i1i e v. a111cd 10 
than them for 1he11 a -,<, j<.,1a11c~ . 11 wa <, <, lated th al e\en 
though the obJec1 of the <,earc h turned out no1 to be an air-
raft, but rattier a mete r11e , they pro\' ided an importan t ser­

vice . The fir emen 1--ne"' " ha t they saw wac; no me1eorite, and 
thought a, th a1 poi n1 1hat thic; wa<; somethin g th at shou ld not 

tal ed about. 
Pete said he v. ill never fo rge t 1he exc itement when the 

fi remen in hi s group made thei r way h.1 ck to th e J..: ed '> hurg 
firehall af1er wa lk ing from the \ it c. The hall v.as swarming 

llh mal11 ar~ r-. nnel. 1"h e majority bei ng from 1hr Air h_)rce . 
lhe-.c mc11 \,ere ca rr~ ill !,! \ idc am, ..,. Ju 'i t a \horl time alt er th <.· 

· firemen entered th e hall they v. ere ordered out by th e ' 
mil11ar~. The fir ehall \\ ,1, being 1,ct up ·a c; a com mand pm t. A 
101 of e411ipmen1 "a ., hcing carried in . The 1elerhone, were 
bei ng 111,ed . Some firemen had o, er hea rd bi t, and piece '> of 
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con versat iom that seemed to indicate that the mil ita r\' mav 
have been passing information on to NOR AD in Col~rado'. 
The firemen were told that if lhe~ had to uc;e 1he 1oi le1 , they 
would have to go outside . Soon armed military members 
stood iuard al the front entrance to the firehall. The Kcds­
burg ri re Chief at the time d id no1 arri,e on the !'.( ene unti l 
late th at nig ht and , then, went to the v.ooded area . He sav. a 
militc:1ry 6 >< 6 truck with personnel near it, but he nc,er " ent 
nea r the impa<.·t area . He lived not far from 1ha1 site, and 
\ incc ii wa c; la1c he nev r went to the fir hall. He did not kno" 
unt il the next da~·. that hi e; firch all had been overtaken . Not 
onl y had the military taken over th at place, but they had also 
set up a p -.1 in a civi lian hous vcr cl t the impa t i1e 
uniil aboul a .m. 

When we inicrviewed the family, and they sta ted that the 
Air For e f fi er at their home were armed and were wear­
ing rubber gloves, and that they had used their telephone all 
night. The children of the house sta yed upstair , in the 
bedroom peeking ou1 from the side of the cunaim wat ching 
wit h curiosi1y . The family described to u hov. a large mil itar • 
truck was driven up to a nearby field and that ometh ing large 
" ac; loaded on it.• It was then covered with a tarpau lin 
and the truck drove away. There is ind ication th a1 more than 
one truck load containing the object. and po 'is ibly mat erial 
related to it . was taken out at d ifferent times during the 
course of the night. Thi s fam ily, as v.ell as other local 
resident 'i, de'>cribed a strong unu sual sulphur-lil-; e smell that 
permeated the area on the nigh1 o f the cra 'ih. 

Some witnesses to the military operation tha1 night. fell that 
the 1akeover was, in fact, a decree of man ia l lav. - which i, 
e,ercisecl by a military commander under the direction of 
th e President of the United States. Many o f the local people 
in\'ol ved in the Kecbburg case were in0uenced enough by 
thei r contacts with military or loca l authorities to the effect 
tha1 they ref used to d iscuss wha1 they saw or were told -
even 10 thi s day. M r<., . Jones and her children. were targeted 
by the nev. 'i media since the kids had seen the fireball ap­
parently crash, and the au thorities spent a lot of time ques­
tioning her. as well. One Air Force officer v. hile tell ing otherc; 
that 1he objec1 in question wa c; likel y a meteorite, told Mrc, . 
Jone. early in th e evening that he had received information 
" that a Gemi ni ca psule had been expelled in th is area" and 
that wa.., likely the object seen. Mrs. Jones also told us that a 
stale trooper was ass igned to help her handle presc; informa­
tion wit h reponers al the site . She told me during several in ­
terviews tha t the trooper told her that she could an ..,wer the 
questiom, but if he pulled down on her arm. then he would 
handle that information. Mrs. Jones also stated that a state 
police car sa t in front of her house for a wed . ~he said the 
trooper just st ayed there as if wa11.: hing to see who "as com­
ing an d going, and on a dail y basis a,;ked her if . he had an~ 
nev. in fo rmation on the case. One day when the quest ion was 
asked she said she got upset and said "That ·s your job to find 
out what it was. " 

John Murphy, with the co-operation of the state police, 
and the staff of radio station WHJB in Greensburg. was able 
to put together a radio news special on the Kecksburg UFO 
crash called "Object in the Woods" which was aired several 
days after the event. Mrs. Jone,, among others, was inter­
viewed for the special, and the master tape had been edited 
and prepared for broadcasting . But , just prior to being aired , 
Mr'>. Jonec, and otherc; who v.ere tared, called the station and 

•n,e Air n>rcr /'>t' r!>Oll/1('/ ,,.:orktllf!. UfVUII(/ 1/,r imp11('/ Uf(~U. IHl/c l>/m• 

.fu11Jl 11r1 , and darA h/11r or blue~ lx>rer.,·. re,1111111 ·~" ' <if L,·11 .\ mn,:f1,•/tl ·~ • '8 /111• 
Bcfl'H, " .. ·hi, h w c111 w he in1clliRi'll<Y' ream, mrnl,wf ll'i1h CFO 1N1lw., . 
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'-"""' ndffi •hat their. "nice int en·iew not be used . They claim ­
("(J t h 111 th<'~ wm~ afraid or repr i,;, al , r rom the mil itary or other 

uthoritiC'\ .. A. "cen,orcd" ver, io11 or the "'JX"C'ial wa ,;, aired . 
Mur ph " had ~nt me the origin.11 red · lo· reel ma,;,ter tape , 
"h ich wa, uncem.ored ~o th at I mi ~ht ohtain the information 
for tc1;earch rurpo,;,es . I returned the origi n.1I tare to him , ju1;1 
a stiorr time- hefore Jij., untimrly dea th . M~· underqa nding i,;, 
that t urph\' "hik on \'acat ion in ·ali forni a, wa, kill ed by a 
hit-and-run d11 vcr . 

Our P Sll r<."'-C'arch tea m. ha, nw de num erou <. tr ir <; 10 the 
Ked1.burg imract area A1. hc1d heen recalled hy Pete , 
numerou" tree" h.id bern brok t'n and kn oded down . Our 
comra"-" rc;1d i11p, and Pthcr mea,urcmen t,;; ind ica te th at the 
oh_it'\."I arpmJdm.l the entran ce of th e tree line at about a 25 
de rec anE,t lL'. and too k the tree"- 0111 along the r ~11h until hit ­
ting the rou nd . We ho\,ever are uncertain ac; 10 whet her the 

hject aL1Ualh· made a lone trench . We took Pete back to the 
ite wit Ii U\ ir; 1987. 1 hi,; ~ a1. hi <. firn vi ,;;i t to th at ,; pot c; ince 

the o cum."ll(C in 1965. Wi1hou1 any lead, from uc; , Pete 
. tood in th e a,ea for a wh ile tryin g. to get hi ,; perc; pec: tive, and 
re-call ing some featurcc; that sta~Td ,,i1h him over the yearc; . 
\\' e had aln:ady kn crn 11 th e gcn cr:i l sit e, hut cou ld on ly 
c"-li111:1tc ,,here the tre11 l'h arc;i \\ Cit il d h;w c hccn . 

Pete rernemherrd ccn:iin hn clrn;u ks , and after a while 
be an w " alk awunJ roint in~ t1u t rcr tain detail " that helped 
him recall m re in format inn . /\, he l11o ked around a whi le he 
,;uddenly ·1id, " I think that you fclh1 w<, are c;tanding on the 
rot "here it v.a,." Sure .enough. Pe1e had ricked the loca­

ti on that "'c h;id e tima1ed to be the imract c;itc . Almost next 
to "here \\C v.cre qanding ~a a !Jrge wash that , in the dark 
and un familia r to on loo ker,;,, could gi\'e the impre,;, <, ion of a 
Ion~ trrnch. ·l he pcw,ihility exi st<, th at the object m:1y have 
cra -, hed dirccth into this cree k area . The \,i,nesc;, afte r look ­
ing nver that srot. did not exclude th at r os<: ibility . Local peo-

. pie \\ho y,cnt dt)\\n in the wood, th e next morn ing claimed 
not to han~ c;ee11 an~ large ho le~ or craters that weren' t there 
before . We \1avc had c;;ccond- hand rerorts, th at after th e ob­
ject wa <. tal-.cn out, an army truck car rying small tree <; was 
brought in . Allegedly the impact site was fi ll ed in, and the 
trecc; rlantcd rn cover the c;ite. 

Becau<,e or the quid rcsrome, and the arrarent concern 
tha t go\crnmcnt .agencic" cxrrec;,cd about the Keck<iburg 
UFO in~·idcnt, we ut ili1cd I he Freedom or Information Act 
(FOIA) tp tn· 10 \l' rify the military in\'o lvement and to find 
anwers as 10 what the o h_iect wa 1,, and where it wa, taken . 
UFO rec,.e:uc hcr Ra,· Boed1e and myc;e lf began a c;carch in 
19R4 for record , fll'r t:iininf! to the Kechburg. event. II wa 1, 
kn o\\n, the T11£!ht Pl the in cident, th at the milit ary un it that 
took part in the rc..:o, cr~ wa 1, the 662nd Rad ar Squadron 
t,a ,ed a, th e Ot1 kdale Army Support faci lit y, and located near 
the Greater P,11 .,_ burgh Airron . It " ac:, init ia ll y believed that 
thic:, unit wa, under th l' command or the Army , hut a letter 
dat ed Augu c;1 15, I 984 from Air Force Headq uart er'i , Wac;h ­
ington, D.C., provi ded information that the c;quadron wa c; 
under the corurol or the Aerm pau.: Dcfeme ·ommand , now 

nown a<i ·pace G rnn'I nd . So a rcq 11 e,t for information on 
the rad ar U111t wa<, <,e nt to Space Command al Pcterc:,on Air 
Force Ba,;,c in Colo rado . An Au guc:, t 24th rec; rome from 
Srnce ( ornmarid c; ta1cd that they haU no r eco rds of the ,;qua­
dron, anti that i1 had been dcac ti ,·ated in 1969 . An October 
re.,ronw rr()m thi , command c;ta1 ed , "We re" iewed record · 
\hirmcnt li q ,; , and li ,h of record l'Cn ter holdi11g c;, Thie:, com ­
mand maintaim no m.:ord<, either here, or in a rccordc; center 
that ar rc,pomi\C " itl1 '.-'O llr rcqu cc;t ." We continued our ef­
fom tnm~ir1y that 1herc had 10 he inrormation on the ca<;c 
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amon.1 at leac;t one agency', record'I . On Fchrua,, H. 19S~" 
letter wac:, received that indicated 1ha1 a • 
'iccmed to be on the cac:,e "c were looking for. h;1d hc1.·11 
loc red in Air Force file ,;. When we rel.'ei,ed the rep(,rt. tht , 
firn thing that caught my eye wa c:, ,he report 1.·0,cr . gi , in~ thL· 
Air Force evaluation ac:, Ac:,tro (meteor) . The file w n,i,tl.'J 0t 
repon.., from witnc,;,;ec:,, ne" c:, item,, and internal menH1, 1 mm 
variouc:, p0vernmen1 agenciec:, that c; ho,,rd quite an in t1.' r1.·,1 in 
1hr ca\e. For example, "NOR AD Operawr RED R~ -2. r :h·1.• 
D ·fense Center, nt Air Force Ba ... e , Colorado l.'alkd and 
ask eel for late,;1 info on Oa~dale c;carch effort ... I " \ l.1 in r 
H ward from the Pentagon called . He wanted to rind --omc 1 

information a c:, to what he could releac;e a, a ,tc1tcmc111 fl) the 
public concerning the meteor over Krckc;hurg (A cme ). P1.·nn ­
,ylvania . " ) l" Hou c:, ton Space. Center reque"1ed in lorm;11 it111 ;1 , 

to the sighting near Ked c;bu rg (Acme). Pcnn ,~ hania . \1r . 
Hagen from the Air Force ommand Po,1 <:ai led 10 find (1111 
if there is any additional information as to 1hc .., i~h1i11g at 
Kecksburg (Acme), Pennc:,yh·ania . ") But amon ~ the hand ­
written correspondence of the Air Force ,taff, we ram.: ;11.·ro-,.., 
our fir c; t verification of the 662nd Radar Squ::1dron . " l tll' 

ti me of the c;ig h1ing wa,;, relayed ac; 4:45 p.m . Some rl.'p0rt'­
c; tated that the objec1 wa<. orange, other,;, c;1a tcd ir "a, "hi 11.· 
with a tail. I called Major Quint anill a ro r hi , alh i ·1.· a11 d 
a ,;,c; istance. He came 10 the ha<;e and called . 1ajor I i, 1.·r . A 1 

further call wac; made to the Oakdale Radar Si1e in Penn ­
sylva nia. A rhree-111 011 ream hos been disputchcd '" AffJ.. , _ 
bur~ (Acme) to im·estigotc and pick up un ohic'C/ 1h01 ,,oncd 
a fir£' . " Now tha t ii wa <, kno" n that thi~ unit "a-, in, nlH:d of­
fi cia lly , I conti nued to search fo r record , 0n 1hr r;1da r 
squadron. In December of 1985, the hi c; torical n::1.·ord l f the 
662nd Radar Squadron wa,;, located at the Air f- orcr 
Hi torical Research Center, at Maxwell Air Forl'.e. Al ;ibama 
Thi s record pro"ided mission information, ,mt I li -, 1111 !!. and 
the record of ac1iv i1ies for that unit during the entire 111011t h 
of December of 1965 . 

We learned that the units main funct ion w,l\ " 1t1 rn)\ idc 
search, SIF, and height -finding radar data and dat a link and 
voice air / ground radio communication-; 10 the Dirc,:1i0n 
Center. Detroit Air Defense Sector during Mode I and \ 1 de 
II operat ions, and to operate a<, a NORAD Sun·eill anl't' Sit 
in Mode 111 operation." The unit also provided a~1,i,tan(c w 
the FAA Air Traffic Control syc;;tem for aircraft in 1hc Ck,·c­
land -Pillsburgh area . The name of an Air Force offic1.·r "ho 
was identified as the adminiqrati\'e officer for the ,411adron 
was mentioned in the Air Force report . A, I continued"' rcau 
over the monthly report of the squadron, it "a<i found tt' 1.'0n ­

tain data relative to equipment repair. ,quadron al'ti,itie, . 
and military exercises in which the unit participated . On 
November 18th, the unit wac; involved in an e,er\.'i-,e calkd 
"Cree Arrow I," and on December 13th in anothrr dri ll 
known as "Roundhouse Bravo." But, there wa, n(1 entr~ for 
December 9th. How could so much equipment and per,0nncl 
be activated, yet the log showed that they were not in\·0lwd in 
any activity on the date of the incident? 

1 

In reviewing infonnation that has been 0b1ained by otl}cr , 
researchers, and looking bad into UFO hic:,tory, "e kno\, 
that in 1965, the Air Force wa,; ~till investigating UFO \.'a<..(., a~ 

. the public level. It was apparently the Proje(t Blue h00~ : 
staff, which contacted the 662nd Radar Squadron for their 
assistance. The Air Force report stated that the '-c,m:h \\ , h 

called off at about 2a.m. and nothing wac; found . It i, kno"" 
from witnesses who were at the si te that ·1i1ar:~ pe:N:mncl . 
were still in the area at dawn, and on i ued t w0c oaml 
the imp· ct area the ne • da~ . hit poc;siblc that Blt11.· Boo~"•'"· 



tf\•en the real i11lor111 :1 1ion ;1, 10 "h .11 '-' ·" l(l11nd'l A dcx:u• 
,,..·1i:nt obtained undrr FO Ii\ - ~ IH'•' n ;-i, 1hc BPlcmlrr Mr rno 

. /' and dated Octohcr 20 , I %9 "' ;i, \'f i11m ~, Br i~a dic r Gcnerai 
/' C.H . Bolender U.S.!\ J . -· ,11n•r'fcd 11, ;11 1hr Air For(c 

.,./ UFO inve,tig.1tio11 " rr ofr ;1111 he rcr rni11:i1cd H1 11 1hc memo 
~"" al~o stated "rerl''' " 1,1 I 1nidrn1, r, 1: d J h 1nr Ohjec t, "'hid1 

could affcc1 nati un ;II ,r\.1111t , . ;11 c 111 ;1dc 111 t1L'1.·ortl.ln L'C with 
JAN P 146, CH A ll I Prd· \1.1 n11;d ~S -11 . ;111d ;ire nPt r art o f' 
the Blue Bt)O ~ ,~ \lc111 " 111 n rli er \\ Pld'-, B1 11c B ol1~ nc\'e r wa, 
in a po c;i 1i 011 tP rru·"r c 1,c , 111 ;11 al lcc tcd N;11i u11 ;1l Scrnri rv. 

Re carchcr Rl,hcrt (i 1 odd olit ai 11 cd ;1 rnr)· ol .:111 Air 
Force lntrlli~cncr dnrnmcn t ( I C l N-1 r -01 dated November 

. 1961 "' it h ,;,ub ,er t m;tttc r cn nce rn i11 ~ "(LI ) Al C IN 111 -
telh gcn ·e l c"m Per ,orinr l. " ·1 li e cnclo '- 11 11.· \l.i te, th at head ­
quarter, L . r ( r C l I ma int .1 in, int ellircnL'c rea m-, .i.., a 
luncti n of . I C l -ll· . " In add,tiPn Ill 11\ ei r c; ta ff duty 
a i nm nt , intcllt !,!C II L'C team rer'-l' llll cl h;1\ L' rc ;;irc tim e duty 
function'- in c-.urp11r1 o l 1,ucli ir J 011.T I roie-:t, a, !\fuun 
Dim. 8 /ucfh. and l,'/ 0 , amt 01 hn J ( I. ' di, cc tcd quid 
rea tion rrojrc1, \\hil'11 rL·quire int clli ge m·c 1c.1 m operational 
arabi litie,; ." 100n D11 1 i, dc,r r ihcd " A, a , r ec iali n-d 

a"rc ·t ol it" o, er all 111 ;11 eri;tl c rlnit :11 i<,1 1 progr;1111 . • fead ­
quancr-; F ha, e\l ;1hl,,..hcd ProicL·t "1 <1<, 11 D11 c-. t to loec11 e, 
rero,-cr and dcl ,, er dc<.l.' rnckd lorcign ,p:11.: c \'l.'h id e, ." The 
d ·umenl goe<, on tn \lilte, •·1 hec;L' th ree peace tim e f)rl1jeet<, 
all in,ohe a potcn11:tl lo r emrh1y mc111 ol qu~dili ed fi f ld in ­
tel ligence rerc;onncl on a quid, re:1ct io n ha , i" to reco \·er or 
perform field e ploitat ion o l U11idm11ficrl /Iring 0/Jjccts, or 
~n o "' n a, 0 \ ict Blod, :.JCro\ r ;,ce veh il' k \ , we.iron '- Y\IC l11 \ , 

and I or re id ual c0mro ncn1 , of \II Ch equirmm t." 11 i, c;igni fi -
ant that the dornment c-.ta te,. "i11te ll igc11Cc team arc com­

pried of threr men each." A, menti oned ear lier, the Air 
Force reror1 011 the Kcd , hurg cra\h c-. t<1t c1, that a three-man 
team wa di<;rat chcd from Cbl--dak . Pro_icct Moo n Du <. t wa-, 
apparen t!~ acli\;:ited in the 196(Y<. (at lca'-1, under 1h a1 
dec; ignation ). and acco rding to Todd. i1, '-.ti ll actiw with the 
Defen\e Intelligence Agcnc~ a<, itc-. OPR . Tod d'c; re c;earch ha,; 
indi ated that both Moon l) u,;1 and Blue Boo l-- were FTD 
project<;. \\'e found it of grea t in tcr e<; t th at the deac ti,·ation of 
the fl62nd Radar Squ;:idron. and Project Blue Bon i--. both 
occurred in December of 1969. 

We feel i1 i" quite lil--eh th ;11 memtiers, o l the 662ml Radar 
Squadron \\ere trained a" AFC I intell ig ence team.., , 
and that th ey invc c-. tigated th e ca-;e a-, a 1\1 oo n Duc;t Orera­
tion I o loon Ou ,;1 docu ment '- h.:1 ,·e c;hown ur yet rel ating 
lo thi,; ca<;e. If .... e l.ie lie, e the de <.c rirt ion I hat Pete gave of the 
imbedded ohjc-c1. 1 hen we ca n ro s<;i hl:,. rule out Earth 
originated c.,paLc: dchr ,..,_ fh c Air f-or c record -;how, th.i t 

RAD' <i ( P 1 ) r ace Dcte-.: !10 11 irnd Trading 
) , tern drd not ha\C'. an:- c,pacc jun~ rccr11 l·ri11 the Earth \ Ji­

m rhere that d .. 11 NOR!\ D and NA\ !\ lsncw " ·ha1 1he 
object wa '>, wh y did the~ reque'il inform ati on from th e site? 
Civiliam directl y invoh ed near th e area or imract have slated 
that it Y. a AC:.,f\ per onn el who were now n in to Latrobe 
Airporl the niµtr1 o f th e occu rrence. They were eac-.i ly iden­
tifiable with th eir ASA rat ch. There is one other significant 
aspect to th e ca ,c: Variou , statement \ and cycwi tnes 1, ac­
count, that we ha,e obtained during 0111 im·e'> li g.a tion point 
ro the strong r o-,,ih ili1~ th at radia rion wa<. re la1cd 10 th e UFO 

AhlJr,•1 ·iar1om U\<'d in fh <' re.\'/ oho, ·<': 
/1 / C /f ,'\'J - Air Fore<' Coun rrr /nrelligence 
U/'R -- Of/ii'<' of l ' rimary Re.11JO nsihility 
17 D - Forriv1 Tc>chniral Dii •10\ ion 
.\II - Srlrd11·,· ldrnr~(,ca11on l raturr 
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crash . Residents of the house that the military ut ih1ed durinp 
the night stated that they were told that, "Nohcxiy i to lea, c 
th i.s house." Besides the military personnel in and around 
their home, and down at the impact site. e,eral men \\ C, rin~ 
d ontamination out fit s were ob c..erved . The next aftt'rnoon 
an Army 6 x 6 truck was seen in the same area h)· another 
witne.f,f, , Men in de ontamination outfit minu the head 
ovcrin were arrying out a container on a stretcher -like 

un il, and loaded it on the truck . Earlier that morning two of 
the young boys from the house used as the military pmt , crept 
dow n int o the woods to see where the objcl't had been . 
Milit ary officerc, ca ught them, and told them to tzet out of the 
woods saying, " Jt might be dangerous down here. There i1i 
the pmsibility of radiation." 

Witnessec; claimed to have seen specia ll y lined containers 
th at would be used to tramport rad ioacti,·e mat erialc; . 
Another cu rious aspect of th is was al<,o dis(overed . Ar­
parently some of the local resident s, curiou'- ahout the events 
th e ni ght before, came down through the other side of the 
woods, and found a strange piece of mat erial , unlike any ­
thi ng they had ever seen in the area before . Thi s specimen 
looked lik e semiburnt coke, was about 10 inche'> in diameter, 
felt very heavy for it's size and was warm to the touch. One 
man took it 10 a friend\ home where the lad y of the hou ,e 
took se\'eral pictures of it. When the film was developed all 
the pictures of the material were over e,posed . The man who 
had the sample, died a number of year\ ago . His fri end', 
claim th at word got around that he had thi s material. A fe"' 
weeks later some authorities came to hi s house and he turned 
it over to them . 

We have inter\'iewed the fami ly who handled and photo­
graphed il , but of more interest was the fact that our key 
witness. Peie, two years after the event , came down with two 
types of sk in cancer. The analysis of hi s medi(al condition 
bafned local doctors who had to consult with out-of-state e'l( ­
perts. At this time we are trying to obtain copies of hi s 
medical hi story . Pete had always wondered if hi, cancer 
might have been related to the unknown object thal he stood 
so close to that night in 1%5. Our search continues for 
document s and other evidence on the ~ecl-- sburg ca\e . 

For man y years during this study I had the opinion that the 
object in question was possibly space debris or a lest device 
that went out of control. But the new e,·idence uncovered in 
the last several years, now suppons the likelihood that a true 
UFO did crash in the woods of We,;tern Pennsylvania . 

CONCLlJSI01' 
During this study, many researchers, news media contacts, 

and other agencies have been very helpful in obtaining related 
information on this case. I would like to gi,·e special thanks to 
the following . Ray Boeche, Robert G . Todd, John Gribble, 
Len Stringfield, George E. Lutz, Mike Soohey, Dave Lester 
of the Greensburg Tribune-Revieu·, the National Weather 
Service office in Pittsburgh, and the late John Murphy. 

Other official sources wish not to be identified and I must 
comply with their request. All affidavits. taped interviews, 
documents, newsclippings, photographs and summary 
reports on this case, are contained in the PASU UFO 
Statewide Historical files. • 

For correspondence on this case please contact: Stan Gor­
don, PASU, 6 Oakhill Avenue, Greensburg, Pa . 15601 or call 
the PA . UFO Hotline at 412-838-7768 . 
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